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Agenda

Insurance coverage (Med-cal, Medicare, ADAP, Healthy SF)

 Billing as a pharmacy benefit means a retail pharmacy will bill insurance and 
provide the medication

Patient Assistance Programs

Drug Aquisition



Medi-cal Formulary
https://medi-calrx.dhcs.ca.gov/home/cdl

• Both Apretude (cabotegravir) and Cabenuva (cabotegravir/rilpivirine) are 

covered as a pharmacy benefit



Medicare Coverage and Copays

 Most Medicare plans cover Cabenuva, if not can be approved by prior 

authorization request

 Apretude will require a prior authorization for Medicare

 The easiest way to submit a prior authorization request is online (i.e., 

covermymeds.com)

• ICD-10 codes: HIV B20, Z21

• PrEP Z20.2, Z20.6, Z11.3, Z11.4, Z71.7, Z79.899

 Most low-income subsidized Medicare part d plans have small copays 

that may go down to zero after the first few months of the year once 

the deductible is met

 Copay assistance for Medicare is also available through foundations 

such as Good Days Foundation (≤500% FPL)

 Manufacturer copays cards cannot be used for Medicare copays



ADAP and Healthy San Francisco
https://cdph.magellanrx.com/cms/cdph/static-assets/documents/formulary-

and-documents/CDPH_Formulary.pdf

• Cabenuva is covered by ADAP (patients renew coverage every 12 

months on birthday) 

• Healthy San Francisco covers provider visits and labs (renewed 

annually)

• For patients with Healthy San Francisco, Apretude can be 

accessed through the manufacturer’s patient assistance program



Patient Assistance 

Program (PAP) 

Application for 

Apretude

Submit via fax or online 
www.viivconnectportal.com

https://www.viivconnect.com/content/dam/cf-

viiv/viivconnect/master/pdf/APRETUDE_English_Enrollment_Form.pdf



Healthy San Francisco is a health access plan not insurance so 

you can indicate “None” in the policy type section

✓



• Use best follow up 

phone number

• No need to send in 

separate prescription 

for the injection and 

oral lead-in (OLI)



✓

✓
• When using PAP the 

medication is only 

filled by Specialty 

Walgreens

• Provide proof of 

income or an 

attestation letter



Drug Acquisition for 

Oral Lead-in

 Apretude oral lead-in cabotegravir known as Vocabria (brand 
name) is only available through TheraCom pharmacy

 Cabenuva oral lead-in TheraCom will provide both Vocabria
(cabotegravir) and Edurant (rilpivirine) tablets and can be sent 
to patient or clinic

 Locate in e-Prescribing systems, including SureScripts
TheraCom 345 International Blvd Ste 200, Brooks, KY 40109.
Phone: 1-844-276-6299 Fax: 1-833-904-1881

 In the pharmacy notes section of prescription can add “Opt out 
of ViiV services, oral lead in only. Deliver to ______”

 Fax patient med list and allergy information



Drug Acquisition for LAI 

 LAI ART can be acquired through specialty pharmacies and 

delivered to clinic

 Utilizing community specialty pharmacies may help facilitate 

access and avoid delays 

 Specialty pharmacies will manage refills and deliver to clinic

 Identify at least 2 pharmacies your site can use in case of any 

issues



Thank you

Any questions feel free to reach out

Email: francis.mayorga-munoz@ucsf.edu 
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